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Meanwhile the Government of India felt that the truce
period with the Congress was over and decided to counter-
act its activities with a series of Ordinances. The methods
of redressing agrarian grievances which the Congress adopted
as " the right of defensive Direct Action/' the militant
movement in the North-West Frontier Province and the
recrudescence of the terrorist movement in Bengal were
circumstances that could no longer be tolerated. Besides,
the policy of conciliation had, in their judgment, failed in
its object, and they justified their determination to take
effective measures against Congress activities in a mani-
festo 1 which ran as follows :
" They (the Congress) have pronounced the declaration
of the Prime Minister to be wholly unsatisfactory and
inadequate in terms of the Congress demands, and they have
demanded that if their co-operation be accepted, free scope
be given to them to prosecute their claim to complete in-
dependence. There was clearly no alternative but to reject
these demands and to take all measures that were necessary
to meet the Campaign of Civil Disobedience/'
The Government hoped that by entering upon an open
conflict with the Congress they would succeed not only in
weakening its hold on a large section of its followers but
would bring to play disruptive forces within the organization
itself, and that by suppressing its activities, they might be
encouraging those Indians who repudiated the claim of
Congress to represent them to organize themselves more
effectively than in the past. Since the success of the new
Constitution, the Government thought, would largely depend
upon the formation of Indian political parties outside the
Congress influence, the Secretary of State for India in a
broadcast talk reassured the Indian Liberals and other groups
in the following words: " We shall give the lie once and
for all to those in India who say that we never back our
friends and that we only yield to threats/' In a letter to
1 January 4, 1932.

